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ABSTRACT

Education is the key factor for women empowernaasperity, development, and welfata.the present day,
the empowerment of women has become one of thempastant concerns. But practically women empovesthis still
an illusion of reality. Girls face gender-specifiarriers to access and achievement. They are sodiotal, economic,
political and structural. No doubt women educatisrthe crucial instrument to expand women’s abildytake the right
decision for the next generation and to educate beildren, who are the tomorrow’s pillar of the cuuy.
The present paper discusses the current positioWarhen Education in West Bengal. Paper mainly basesecondary
data and conclude that government have taken vaneasures for the proper development of womesthiythey are

not in the equal position with men in an educatiaspect.
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INTRODUCTION

Women education in India is one of the foremostceons of the government of India as well as soaé¢targe.
It is a fact that educated women play a very ingodrtrole in the overall development and progresshef country,
women’s power is also crucial to the economic glowft any country. Education of women is the mogtantant means
for bringing change in society; it is also helpsrthto improve their position in the family. Educatifor Everyone (EFA)
programme is launched in India in 2002 by the gonemt of India after the §samendment, and made education free and
compulsory up to the children of 6 to 14 yearsgd,aas the right of every child of India.. In WBsngal the condition of
women is not good; the male member of their faroppresses them. Women mobility in West Bengal isstrained and
their access in education is hindered, but in coiepa to earlier, their position is quite good. Aoting to census 2011
the literacy rate of women in India is 65.46% ami\lest Bengal is 66.57% that means women'’s educatidVest Bengal

is quite good than in India.

OBJECTIVES OF STUDY

The Objectives of the Study are as Follows
e To study the status of women in ancient age;
» To study the current status of women in West Bengal

* To know the role of West Bengal government in inyimg women education.
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METHODOLOGY

Paper is mainly based on secondary data and de¢aldegn collected from various reputed governmedtcher

website and published research paper, documerdkspurnal and newspaper.
HISTORY OF WOMEN EDUCATION

It is very important to know the history of womedueation, if we are interested to know the statusi@men

education in India, so the history of women educatiiscussed below.
Women Education in Ancient Period

It cannot be clearly stated that equal right betwermle and female has prevailed or not. In theid/pdriod,
with the available sources show that liberal atétiand practice pertaining in the Vedic period.yrhad the right to
choose their life partner and widow was permittedemarry. But when India start to take steps towaivilization;
Social discrimination increased. Jainism and Busiithemerged as potent religious reform movementsoring to
Buddha, women, spiritual capacities were equal ém’s1 Buddhism began as a religion that treated evoan equal to
men in their capacities for personal, spiritual @lepment. The universal prejudices against women,aite said to be
weak minded, fickle, trecherious and impured. Sthdre the Jains and expressed in several passaglke odnon and in
the form of maxims. The high status that women wemgyed during the early Vedic period that grabuatarted
deteriorating in the late Vedic period. In thisipdrthe higher priority given to male members aod were the sole heirs
to family property. It is during the age that codeconduct prescribing behavior norms for women waseloped.
This period shows the exclusion of women from kbt religious and social sphere. During the peab®hamashastra,
child marriage was encouraged. The birth of a fenshild was treated as a curse and many parentstaéime extent of

killing the female infants. The practice of satiha@was also prevalent.

During the Rig Vedic period the access of womencatan in India was open, but gradually they Its tight.
In cultural reality, the women enjoy a privilegeaisjgion in the Vedic period. The men cannot interfeith special rituals

and customs which women possess.
Women Education in Medieval Period

The condition of Women in society deteriorated madueing the medieval period with the entrance ofshus.
At this point of time several evil practices likbild-marriage, sati pratha, and female infanticidere practiced largely.
"Purdah’ system was started and Polygamy was conmmidimdu kshatriyas. At the same time many womermived in
Arts, Music, and Literature. At this time some wamiled in the medieval period, the women ruler edike Razia
sultana the only monarch to rule the throne of Ddlhe Gond queen Durgabati ruled for 15 long ye@tsand Bibi also
fought the Mughals in 1590’s and Nurjahan also wered as most effective ruler. But with this emsuccessful lady, the
condition of other women was deplorable. At thieet, girls were married at a very tender age. Battha was also
practiced. Devdasi tradition was common in southedm where girls were married to deity or treles bhakti movement
tried to restore women position. Mirabai was th@amtant figure in bhakti movement. During this perieducation is not

equal for all, only rich and famous families’ womesuld achieve the basic and religious education.
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Women Education in British Period

In the British period, there was the revival ofeir@st in women's education in India. During thisquk various
socio-religious movements led by eminent persdees Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Iswar Chandra Vidyasagathesiped on
women's education in India. Mahatma Jyotiba PhoéeReriyar were leaders of the lower castes iralmdio took various

initiatives to make education available to India.
Women Education after Independence

Women’s education got a new dimension after thentgugot independence in 1947 and the governmesit ha
taken various initiatives to provide education tb ladian women. As a result, the women literacyerancreased
tremendously and female literacy rate in1951 w86%, 1971 it reached to 21.97%; in 1981 it was @%7in 1991 it was
39.29% and in 2001 it was 54.16 % and in 2011 cenéindia, it reached to 65.46%

Women Education in Modern Period

Kerala and Mizoram are the only states in Indiat thave achieved universal female literacy rates.
The improvement in the social and economic stafusamen is said to be one of the reasons for litgrén these cities
the literacy rate of male and female is equal butural areas, the female literacy rate is lesa tha male literacy rate.
According to statistics of women education in Indaday 0.3 million NFE centers have provided Priyneducation to
0.12 million girls out of 7.42 million children. Keever, in tribal areas, there is not much of a gertdas as compared to

all other castes.
State Wise Literacy Rate

As per the below Table-01 ( 2011 Census) the stége female literacy rate had an average of 65.46%
India. High literacy rate is 92.0% in Kerala anddeliteracy rate is 52.7% in Rajasthan in 2011saerwhile comparing
literacy rate of female of 2001 with 2011 then ve¢ that there is around 11% improvement in femtdeacy, because the
female literacy rate in 2001 was 54.16% and in 20idached 65.46%.

Table 1

Name of the State Female Literacy
Andhra Pradesh 59 7%

Arunachal Pradesh

59.6%

Assam

67.3%

Bihar

53.3%

Chattisgarh

60.6%

Delhi

80.9%

Goa

81.8%
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Gujarat
Iaryana

70.7%
66.8%

Himachal Pradesh

76.6%

Jarmu and Kashinir

Jharkhand

Karnataka

Kerala

Madhya Pradesh

Maharashtra

Manipur

Meghalaya

Mizoram

Nagaland

Orissa

Punjab

9

™

Rajasthan
Sikkim

™

Tamil Nadu

Tripura

™

Uttar Pradesh

w
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Uttarakhand

W

West Bengal

TUnion Territories

Andaman & Nicobar Tslands

Chandigarh

Dadra & Nagar Haveli

Daman & Diu

Lakshadweep

Qn|B L=

Poudicherry

All India

Source: Census of India - 2011
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Figure 1: Literacy Rate of Male, Female in Differem Census in India

STATUS OF WOMEN IN WEST BENGAL

The Report Gender Budgeting Study Of West Bengalyae the status of women in West Bengal and sthsd
the gross enrolment ratio for girls at elementatyaation level of education is (85.9%) is highartiihe national average
(79.3) but the gross enrolment but the Gross DroRate of girls at the same time is higher for Wiestgal (69.3 %) than
the national average (53.4 %). At the level of ®elewy and Higher Secondary education, the Grossliient Ratio of
girls in West Bengal (around 27 %) is lower tha@é ttational average (33.2%). We must note heretlieatery high Gross
Dropout Rate of girls in school education (clask&3$ in West Bengal, at 80.6 % in 2002-03, raiseseaous concern

about the huge challenge confronting the Statepraving the educational attainments of its women.

Table 2: Table Literacy Rate of Male and Female iWest Bengal District

West Best Worse
SL. No Outcome Indicators in % Year Benaal India Performing | Performing
9 States States
1 Female Literacy Rate 2001 59.6 53.7 87.7Kerala Bai?ljr
2 Gender Gap in Literacy Rate 2001 17.4 21.6 cimle | _ 18
Rajasthan
Ger for Girls in Elementary 119.67 49.25
3 Education (classes! i to vii) 2002-03 85.9 79.33 Maharashtra Bihar
Gross dropout rate for girls in
4 elementary education 2002-03 69.30 53.45 14.82 89'78
Haryana Bihar
(classes | to viii)
Ger for girls Secondary and
5 Higher secondary Education| 2002-03 29.96 33.21 64.57 1.1'39
) - Kerala Bihar
(classes ixto xii)
Gross dropout rate for Girls 8.9 85.8
6 school Education (classes | to X) 2002-03 80.61 64.97 Kerala Bihar

Progress of Female Literacy in West Bengal

The Progress of female literacy in West Benga&gd in speed, and this can be better understoathdmying the
literacy of female in the following census. Accarglito census 1981, the female literacy was onl93%. but in 1991
census it was 46.65% and in 2001 census the felitedacy rate was 59.61% and in 2011 census ithesado 71.2%

respectively.
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Figure 1: Female Literacy Rate as Per Different Cesus

INITIATIVE OF WEST BENGAL GOVERNMENT FOR THE DEVELO PMENT OF WOMEN
EDUCATION

The Following Schemes are Followed by West Bengab& rnment for Improvement of Women Education

The SISHU Siksha Karmasuchi (SSK) is a most immbrsaheme for providing basic education to childreho
cannot be a part of formal primary school systera ttuvarious problems. This programme envisageshi®rsetting of
SSK unit any village within twenty or more childrémthe age group 5 to 9 years. Each SSK unit hame-member
managing committees of which three must be womehainteachers (Sahikas) are women above the a@® gkars.
Currently, about 8 lakh children are being taughhare than 1100SSKs or child education centergirtsl accounting for

about 50 percent of total students.

The literacy campaign passes through 3 succestiges 1) Total Literacy Campaign (TLC), 2) Pogetacy
Programme (PLP), 3) Continuing Education prograni@eP), eleven districts in West Bengal reachedB® stage.

Presently two national programme address gapsifimapy and secondary education in West Bengal, Tis&iEx
Primary Education Programme (DPEP) and Sarva Sikéieyan. DPEP formally launched in1997-98 and ramwered
about 2400 primary schools in 10 districts thosg(Bankura, Birbhum, kochbehar, Mursidabad, Soytragnas, north 24
parganas, dakshin and utardinajpur, Jalpaguri, anadd purulia)These district initially selected thve basis of low

female literacy rates compare to national average.

 DPEP districts are reported to be making steadyrpss in enrolment, retention, and awareness bgildi

regarding the needs for girl's education and ferdbprived and disabled children.
» Sarva siksha Abhiyan is dedicated to the exparsi@ementary education.

* The National Programme for Education of Girls dtrarry level is functioning in 86 educationally backd

blocks in 12 districts of the states.

e The school dress programme for all girls in primseiiools aims to cover nearly 60 lakh children gyesar.
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» More than 55000 primary school teachers have beesitized on gender issues with
e The Midday meal programme, help in improvementrobément of children.

» The Kanyasree project of the government of WestgBemanother important programme, which help insgirl

education.
» The Siksha Sree project, another important prdfedthelps the SC, girls student for education

CONCLUSIONS

From the above discussion, it is clear that thereeemendous growth in women education and stdtusmen.
The government effort in the development of womdncation is inevitable but in spite of all this gith in women
education, the women'’s are still backward in corngmer to men, still today most of the girls are wneated, they are
totally dependent on the male member of the fantigfore marriage they dependent on their fathedsadter marriage
they dependent on their husband, but if they kntwevlight of literacy they become independent anthseoe is a need by
the government to give more and more attentionthe education of women. It is also true that gowernt introduce
Education for all and many other programmes foritimgrovement of women education, and these entmgrpmmes are
very helpful in the improvement of women educatitm.all, we can say that the different type of efftaken by the
government is very helpful in the improvement obmén education but still women are far in a backiwaosition in the

educational aspect compare to men.
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